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fNERGY ECONUMICS 
CUBA 


NICKEL=PROCESSING PLANT BEING BUILT IN MOA 
Havana GRANMA WEEKLY REVIEW in English 6 Sep 81 p 5 


[Article by Lino Luben Pérez] 


A VERY large nickel-processing plant 
nies. ° ls now Being built with Soviet tech- sco chinery eoonlon eesti Nee arent ost 


nical assistance in Pusnte Gorda, Moa, eale 
enlargement. Lesser 
in the northeast of the eastern prov. Moe i¢ Punta Gorda, a 220kilowatt substs 
ince of Holguin. Strip mining is widely used a cement block factory. Sifters and 
in this region to remove the ore easily and had to be transported to the site. 
cheaply from some of the world’s lergest laterite 
deposits. 


By the end of 1985, the plant will be pro- Prandin, are cement. silos, social and educational 
ducing 30000 tons of this valuable mineral ore premises, 2 120-room hotel, currently being 
annually. Nickel commands a high price on the built, and @ floor tile factory. 
world market and it is mainly used in the . 
chemical and food industries. . 


Construction of the plant began in 1976, after project, which contains 11 installations and 
Se denne Ree een ae covers an area of 1020000 square meters. 
un te thaan wate Go tae @ At the beginning of 1981 the work was ad- 
hundréds of millions of pesos in Soviet equip. Yancing at an encouraging pace, owing to 
ment ‘and engineering. | ~y 

In charge of construction is Integral Building could perhaps 





with the aid of the Council for Mutual 
nomic Assistance. (CMEA) 


In 1978 construction began on the Nuevo 
Mundo reservoir, capable of impounding 141 
million cubic meters, in an exceptionally difficult 
mountain region. 


CSO: 3020/1 














ENERGY ECONOMICS 


CITRUS PRODUCTION TO INCREASE TO 2.5 MILLION TONS 


Leading Supplier for CEMA 


Havana GRANMA WEEKLY REVIEW in English 6 Sep 81 p 3 


[Text ] | 


A GENERAL agreement on the 
overall development of citrus fruit 
production and processing in the 
Republic of Cuba, signed in early 
July in Sofia, Bulgaria, on the occasion of the 
35th meeting of the Council for Mutual Eco- 
nomic Assistance (CMEA), envisages bringing 
Cuba's annual citrus fruit production up to 2.5 
million tons by the year 1990. 





As in the case of the sugar agreement, this 
document has exceptional economic and historic 
significance. The basis for the agreement is Cu- 
ba’s special and favorable conditions for 
growing citrus fruit, conditions that do not 
exist in any other socialist country. 


The general agreement and the complementary 
bilateral agreements were signed by Bulgerie, 
Hungary, the GDR, the Soviet Union, Czecho- 
slovakia and Cuba. 


According to the various agreements, Cuba 
will be able to supply the other five countries 
with an annual total of 1.5 million tons of 
fresh citrus fruit by the year 1990. Part of these 
shipments will be composed of orange, lemon, 
tangerine and grapefruit by-products. 


By the end of the present five-year period 


‘Cuba should be exporting around 800 000 tons 


of fresh citrus fruit a year to the socialist 
countries. 


The production and export levels envisaged 
for the next ten years represent a tremendous 


‘leap in the production of citrus fruit, which, 


in prerevolutionary Cuba, ran to only a few 
thousand tons. In 1960 Cuba exported 1600 tons 
of citrus fruit; 20 yeers later, in 1980, the 


figure hed risen to 200000 tons. 


The agreements give Cuba the preferential 
treatment normally granted by the CMEA, which 
includes favorable, steady prices throughout the 
1981-85 period. 


The signatories of the  gencral agree- 
ment are to supply Cuba with the material and 
financial means for increasing our country's 
production and export capacity. In the present 
five-year period the aggregate value of the tech- 
nical and material supplies provided by the five 
countries will run to 272 million rubles (300 
million pesos). 


For the next five-year period, 1986-90, th 
figure is estimated at 295 million pes J. 
However, it's quite likely that another soci, im 


country may join the present six in the neyotia- 
tions for that period. 


In keeping with the agreements, Cuba is to 
receive part of the resources in the form of 
freely convertible currency, which can be used 
for the purchase of supplies from capitalist 
countries. 


These funds will be provided in the form of 
low-interest (2 percent) credits payable in up to 
17 years with a four-year period of grace. 


This citrus fruit program is the largest agro- 
industrial program sponsored by the CMEA. 
With the suger agreements, It guerantces the 
development of two of Cuba's most important 
food products. Cuba will be able to consume 
and export more citrus fruit and, at the same 
time, the other five countries are guaranteed 
the supply of a type of fruit rarely grown there 
and universally known for its nutritional value. 


The credit and price terms and the guarantee 
of the investments needed to develop Cuba's 


CUBA 











ciirus fruit induatry In the next ten years will 
result fn higher productivity, higher yields and 
more jobs. Such agreements are characteristic 
of socialist trade ielations. The agreements 
attest to development of citrus fruit production 
4d processing, 























| EASE DE EI ELE ER 
The growth in production. exports and ; 
domestic consumption 
@ CUBA'S PROGRAM for the development of citrus fruit production has two main 
objectives: greater export production, providing convertible currency to be invested 
in the development of the country’s economy, and greater domestic consumption. 

The goal of 2.5 million tons of citrus fruit a year by 1990, with 1.5 million*tons 
earmarked for export to the signatories of the general agreem tnt, represents a remarkable 
increase in the amount of fresh citrus by-products destined for domestic consumption. 

The amount of citrus and citrus by-products exported by Cuba has been growing 
oe in the last few years and is expected to reach 65 percent of the total production 

y 
neatsiiiiie 
eee 
BASIC INVESTMENTS FOR THE CITRUS FRUIT , 
PRODUCTION AND PROCESSING PROGRAM, 
1981-19865 
Increased irrigated area 
Semi-stationary irrigation 63000 has 
Portable irrigation 27000 ’ 
Development of new areas 40 000 
Treatment plants 15 
Industrial complexes 5 
Jaguey Grande 
Ciego de Avila 
Expansion of pao 
Expansion of isle of Youth ° 
Remodeling of Libertad Plant 
Dock facilities 
Havens 2 
Nuevitas 
New construction in Isle of Youth 
Cold storage plants 3 
Cardboard container factory l 
Glass container factory 1 
Housing 3200 
Roads 500 km 








Developing Citrus Industry Growth in Production 


Havana GRANMA WEEKLY REVIEW in English 6 Sep 81 p 3 


[Text ] 


@ THREE INDUSTRIAL complexes will 
participate in the citrus fruit development 
program between 1981 and 1985 agreed on 
by Cuba, the Soviet Union, Bulgaria, the 
German Democratic Republic, Hungary 
and Czechoslovakia. One is already in opere- 
tion on the Isle of Youth, one is under 
construction in Jagliey Grande, and a third 
is to be built in Ciego de Avila province. 


The last of these, which will be scquired 
by Cuba with convertible currency provided 
by the GDR in the form of credits will 
produce plain and concentrated juice, 
concentrates for soft drinks, essential oils, 
marmalade and other preserves, and con- 
centrates for fodder. 


The credit payments will be made by 
Cube with fresh citrus fruit and derivatives 


produced at the plant. 














The five European signatories to the 
general agreement will be. supplied with 
fresh fruit end by- products from these three 
complexes, which will be in operation by 
1985, end the Libertad plant in Matanzas 
province, which will be expanded by the 
Cuban Government. 


The GDR will algo provide laboratory 
equipment, tractors and steam boilers, and 
equipment and components for the eutoma- 
tion of the sugar industry. 


Bulgaria is to-supply three complete 
32 000-cubic-meier cold storage plans — to 
be charged to the sugar industry program, 
which is covered by @ general agreement 
of its own — and one 48 000-cubic-meter 
cold storage plant. Pumping stations for 
irrigation systems will also be sent. 


The Soviet Union's contribution will be 
to equip a large glass container factory to 
be built in Pinar del Rio province, a card- 
board container factory in Ciego de Avila 
Province and material for the construction 
of 14 processing and packing plants 
throughout the country. It will also partic- 
ipate in the construction of wharves in 
Havana, Nuevitas and the Isle of Youth, 
and in irrigation and drainage projects for 
the citrus fruit industry. 


Czechoslovakia will supply Cuba with 
2030 high-power, four-wheel-drive tractors 
and some fork lifts. 


Hungary will provide pesticide sprayers: 
irrigation. systems and equipment for their 
automation; hoeing, drilling and pruning 
machines, and equipment for the prepara- 
tion of pesticides. 


The five European countries will also 
give technical assistance, contribute to the 
training of personnel, and cooperate in 
research. 


Cuba, in turn, will provide material, 
financial and human resources, and will see 
to the organization, implementation and 
day-to-day operation of the projects. 


CSO: 3020/1 




















ENERGY ECONOMICS PERU 


BRIEFS 


MAJES PROJECT GRANTED--Lima, 12 Sep (TELAM)--The Libra Bank Ltd together with 
other banks have granted Peru a $26.5-million loan to finance the construction 

of the Majes hydroelectric and irrigation project, in Arequipa Department. The 
loan will be disbursed in 13 installments and will draw an interest rate adjusted 


to the current supply rate of the London interbanking market. [Buenos Aires 
TELAM in Spanish 1910 GMT 13 Sep 81] 


CSO: 3010/2 











COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


FOREIGN MINISTER ATTACKS CUBAN INTERVENTION 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 27 Aug 81 p 6-A 
[Article by Roman Medina] 


[Text] The Colombian Government yesterday again justified breaking 

diplomatic and trade relations with Cuba and reasserted that at no time did 
Cuba deny that the guerrillas captured in the southern part of the country had 
been trained on the island. 


Foreign Minister Carlos Lemos Simmonds told the second committee of the House 
of Representatives that that was the reason why he suspended diplomatic 
relations, adding that he was never motivated by ideological reasons. 





Lemos joined in the foreign policy debate that began yesterday in the House 
Foreign Relations Committee on the initiative of legislators Ricardo Ramirez 
Osorio and Ricardo Barrios Zuluaga. 


Among other things, the minister had to answer a lengthy series of questions 
from Representative Barrios in connection with the breakoff of relations 
with Cuba; Colombia's stand on the critical and explosive situation in the 
Caribbean; Colombia's presence in the Middle East as part of a mltinational 
force and the status of the Colombian-Venezuelan dispute. 


With regard to the first point, the breakoff of relations with Cuba, Foreign 
Minister Carlos Lemos Simmonds said that the government made the move because 
Cuba had interfered in Colombia's internal politics, which was conceived as 
an affront to our “national dignity." 


Lemos recalled that the confession of the guerrilla captured during the 
operation in the southern part of the country, to the effect that the M-19 
group had been trained in Cuba, was the clincher among the pieces of evidence 
that the Colombian Government had gathered. He pointed out, however, that 
there was additional evidence, such as the following: "The individuals who 
took over the Embassy of the Dominican Republic traveled to Cuba at the 
initiative of Fidel Castro, which the government was grateful for. From that 
time on, nothing was heard about the people involved in the embassy takeover. 
When I personally told the Cuban ambassador in Colombia about the decision that 
our government had made and the reasons for it, he (the ambassador) denied 
that the guerrillas had been armed or transported by Cuba. But he never 
denied that they had been trained in Cuba." 




















He went on to say that the Cuban Foreign Ministry later officially denied that 
the country had armed the guerrillas, “but it sidestepped the training 
question, and as the saying goes, silence gives consent." 


Lemos Simmonds underscored that the Cuban Government made no reference 
whatsoever to the evidence of the subversive group's training, stating that 
this was additional evidence to that effect. 


Furthermore, however, the foreign minister contended that Cuba reaffirmed 
that it felt "morally obliged" to continue supporting this kind of movement. 
"And of course it would be logistic, not just moral support." 


He acknowledged that it was "painful" to give notice of a suspension of 
relations, because he recalled that when he was a practicing journalist he 
had written many articles calling for a reestablishment of relations when 
they were broken off. 


"Unfortunately, Cuba did not act with level-headedness nor did it respond with 
the same sincerity and friendship that Colombia showed it," he said. 


Specifically concerning the motives for the suspension of relations, Lemos 
repeated that the information gathered by the Executive Branch constituted 

ample evidence that Cuba was hehind these movements. "And our national dignity, 
not only the existence of our legitimately elected constitutional government, 
was at stake in connection with the assault by these subversive groups." He 
went on to say that the policy of recruiting foreigners and training them in 
Cuba is an affront to a country's national dignity, “and I sincerely believe 
that Colombia could not have done otherwise when it verified Cuba's involve- 
ment." 


Countering these remarks by Foreign Minister Carlos Lemos, opposition 
representative Mario Montoya challenged the government's view, attacked its 
foreign policy, accused it of acting as a "pawn" of the interests of U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan and in passing denounced the "open-door policy" towards 
the Caribbean that was recently initiated. 


Minister Lemos said that he did not share these views, stressed that the 
evidence against Cuba was conclusive and added that rarely had a decision 
by the government been so widely hailed as its move to suspend relations. 


With regard to the “open-door" to the Caribbean, the foreign minister stated 
that it is an attempt to make close contact with the new nations that have 
emerged in the region, particularly because new independent governments have 
been formed. 


"Colombia's posture towards the region should not surprise anyone. We have 
to get along with these nations in many ways, among others, because Colombia 
is geographically part of the area and because its development has been 
among the most spectacular in recent years." 

















Responding to some of the attacks by Representative Montoya, the foreign 
minister defended Colombia's democratic model and contended that it could be 
an attractive example for the recently established nations in the Caribbean. 
"Our model is a good one and is preferable to many others that some people 
naively think are paradises when in reality they are hells in disguise." 


In addition, he referred to relations with Nicaragua, especially in the wake 
of the passage of the treaty signed by Colombia and the United States. He 
commented that Nicaragua's claim to certain Colombian territories (such as 
San Andres and the keys) could obviously cause some concern, but he noted 
that the status of mutual relations has in no way changed. 


In conclusion, Lemos commented on the government's decision to send Colombian 
troops to the Sinai. He argued that the United Nations has nothing to do with 
the establishment of an international force in that zone; it is, rather, an 
initiative by the countries that signed the peace accord: Israel, Egypt and 
the United States. 


He said that Colombia agreed to be part of this international force because 
it felt that as a friend of peace it had to help one of the world's most 
conflict-ridden regions return to normalcy. 


"Colombia decided that decisive action had to be taken, and that is why it 
decided to join the multinational force." Lemos commented that the initial 
idea was to send a battalion, but the government has not yet determined how 
many men it will consist of. He remarked that for reasons of national dignity 
Colombia will defray the maintenance and salary costs entailed in keeping a 
troop presence in the Sinai. 


Facilities and equipment costs might be borne by the countries that are party 
to the agreement. 


At the next debate, 15 days from now, Foreign Minister Lemos will discuss 
the status of relations with Venezuela and the status of the border dispute. 


8743 
CSO: 3010/1790 

















COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


ARMY CHIEF PLEDGES LOYALTY 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 29 Aug 81 pr 1-A, 3-A 


[Text] Gen Fernando Landazabal Reyes, commander in chief of the army, has 
reaffirmed his faith in the democratic system and pointed out that the 

attempt to portray the army "as a government alternative is nothing but a 
clear-cut demonstration of absolute ignorance of the institution and its men." 


In an editorial in the magazine EJERCITO, which will be out within the next 
few days, the commander tacitly rejects the suggestions advanced recently by 
Conservative presidential hopeful Belisario Betancur, stating that "to 
question the loyalty of the institution is to show the poverty of feelings of 
those who do not know whether to serve subversion or the system." 


"The army will never be a bidder in the political exercise of power, but it 
will always continue to be a bidder in showing loyalty to its government, 
to the destinies of the people and to its laws," he points out. 


The following is the text of the editorial, in which Landazabal evinces his 
concern over the crisis besetting Central America: 


The contemporary era in our peoples' history offers the natural upheavals of a 
juncture at which ideologies, buffeting our nations like gale-force winds, 

are attempting, with every means at their disposal and with various concepts 
of what is moral, to dominate all thought and to enthrone themselves in all 
hearts, thus forcing the various segments of society to help select the 

most appropriate course to guarantee its best future. 


The peoples of the Third World and now in particular the ones that are 
enduring the hot gales of the Caribbean, are exhausting their hopes of :elf- 
determination as outside powers face off in a struggle in the very midst of 
their tormented territory. We could say that Central America has become the 
burning flame of a given evaluation of existence, of a standard of government, 
of a form of society, of the concept of what is transcendent, of the presence 
of the spirit, of the divine inspiration of the beyond, mounted on the pillars 
ofa prosperity that would glorify in perpetuity the meritorious actions of 
men. The volcanoes on the isthmus are like the yawning mouths of crematories 
into which the hatred and vengeance of the foes are hurling, minute by 

minute, the last longings for freedom, brotherhood, equality and 














understanding, which were enshrined in the hearts of its peoples ever since 
they began their independent life. The signs there point, at the very least, 
to aa uncertain future, as we are not sure whether we will be dragged along 

by the violence there or, on the contrary, whether we will be able to stop 
short of such violence by hurling at it with the necessary force the traditions 
of our past, which since the dawn of our history, has nourished our spirit 
with the lucid concepts of democracy and freedom. 


But this endeavor will have little chance for success if the driving element 
behind it is not the clear-cut consensus of our entire nation and if all our 
hands and hearts do not push the center of gravity of our destiny along the 
clearest path of freedom with the strength of our sinews and the clarity of 
our consciences, and if we do not make this driving element the interpreter 
of the will of a nation that grows, spurred on by its own progress, and that 
bears in the heart of its people, like a torch illuminating its path, the 
vote of the people, which has become the trademark of its democratic system, 
identifying it unmistakably within the unchangeable criterion of its own sense 
of the national will. 


Our efforts must not be in vain. Colombia must continue to forge its destiny 
calmly and firmly. Its traditions and beliefs will never be cremated in the 
volcanoes of its own geography. The loyalty of its army, derived from the 
very core of its people paves the way for, insures and guarantees this. The 
nation realizes how its command personnel think. Its historic tradition shows 
that the institution is free from any desire for power other than what our 
legislators have assigned it from the very beginning in the articles and para- 
graphs of our laws. The attempt to portray our army or its natural commanders 
as a government alternative is nothing but a clear-cut demonstration of 
absolute ignorance of the institution and its men. To take its approaches 

and doctrines regarding subversion as meddling in partisan politics is to 
offer clear proof of ignorance regarding the phenomenon plaguing us. To look 
for political partiality in the thoughts of military commanders is to be 
completely unaware of the outlook of those whom the nation has distinguished 
with the insignia of command, and to question the loyalty of the institution 
is to show the poverty of feelings of those who do not know whether to serve 
subversion or the system, while waiting for things to clear up, we might 
crudely say, before joining the ranks of the highest bidder. 


The army will never be a bidder in the political exercise of power, but it 
will always continue to be a bidder in showing loyalty to its government, 
to the destinies of its people and to its laws. In contrast, those who are 
trying to distort the essence of its patriotic conduct will continue to see 
their aspirations thwarted by the strong-willed men who have placed their 
homeland above all passions and the security of their fellow citizens above 
all other interests. 


Gen Fernando Landazabal Reyes, Commander in Chief of the Army 


8743 
CSO: 3010/1790 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


LIBERAL UNIONS BACK BARCO CANDIDACY 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 27 Aug 81 p 7-A 
[Text] The National Association of Liberal Labor Unions, which is headed by 


Jose Corredor Nunez, has backed the presidential candidacy of Dr Virgilio 
Barco in the following declaration: 





"We the undersigned, active members of the National Association of Liberal 
Labor Unions, after a thorough analysis of the situation that the Colombian 
Liberal Party is in and of the expectations prompted in connection with the 
presidential candidate who will be nominated at the convention that will 
convene in the city of Medellin on 19 September, hereby declare: 


1. That we do not agree with the discriminatory treatment that the National 
Liberal Directorate accorded the trade unions and associations by limiting 
the participation of their spokesmen in the party's foremost arena, its 
convention, which must spell out its platform and nominate its official 
candidates. 


2. That despite the absence of our spokesmen from the convention, we are 

hereby supporting Dr Virgilio Barco Vargas as the Liberal Party's presidential 
candidate for the 1982-1986 constitutional term of office, because we regard him 
as the man best suited to hold the highest office in the republic. 


3. That we are summoning Liberal unionists to a great national assembly on 

11 Septmeber of this year in the city of Bogota to express our official 
support en masse for Dr Barco Vargas and to outline our ideas about political 
organization and our course of conduct during the upcoming electoral debate." 


Bogota, DE, 25 August 1981. National Association of Liberal Labor Unions, 
Jose Corredor Nunez, president; Samuel Cortes C., vice president; Rafael 
Cortes, secretary; Rafael Mayorga, treasurer. 


Cundinamarca Chapter. Alfonso Carreno Rincon, president; Jose Andres Pena, 
secretary general; Gustavo Cortes B., treasurer; Jose Ignacio Ochoa, 
controller. 





ll 














Bogota Chapter, Alvaro Herrera, president; Blanca Marina Vera, vice president; 
Cerbulo Bautista, secretary general; Dario Forero, treasurer. 


Coordinators: Jaime Maldonado, Elvira de Otalvaro, Laureano Rodriguez, 
Enrique Duque, Elvira Clavijo, Jaime Bautista, Jorge Mosquera, Pedro Antonio 
Cuellar, Victor Hugo Ramos, Jaime Paez, Gilberto Arias, Alvaro Corredor, 
Boris Savila, Fabio Leon, Fabio Rocha, Carlos Ponce R., Augusto Alvarez G., 
Jose Manuel Espindola, Jorge Mosquera, Gilberto Salazar, Onofre Pinilla, 
Eduardo Rincon, Enrique Cardenas, Ana Dolores Paez, Eduardo Mora, Jose Maria 
Sierra, Jeronimo Roldan, Fulgenio Munoz, Luis H. Villamil, Alfredo Hernandez, 
Manuel Dario Bernal, Victor Bermudez, Jose Solis, Consuelo Chacon, Rodolfo 
Lopez, Pablo Tenjo, Yolanda Gonzalez, Ligia Vargas, Luis Daniel Melo Cortes. 


From Espinal 


Many Liberals from Espinal, Tolima also sent Virgilio Barco a message 
supporting his candidacy. Prominent among the signers were former leaders 
of the Santofimio faction and individuals with links to activities such as 
business and agriculture. The message from Espinal backing Barco was signed 
by the following Liberals: 


Benicio Arce Vela, Carmenza Acosta Amorocho, Carlos Suarez, Felix Ortiz 
Gaitan, Miguel Angel Cartagena, Jorge Enrique Medina, Eduardo Tello, Carlos 
Alfonso Vasquez, Guillermo Sanchez Bernal, Yesid Navarro, Marco Antonio Calle 
Alvira, Enrique Manotas, Jesus Guzman Castro, Jose Leonel Bueno, Calixto 
Guzman, Rafael Navarro, Carlos Melo, Pedro Nel Saavedra, Roque Gabriel Aya, 
Jaime Robles, Ernesto Borda Palma, Efrain Munar Rozo, Raul Arango, Carlos 
Julio Bernal, Jaime Gutierrez Lara, Gilberto Sanchez Diaz, Ricardo Herrera, Lucy 
de Ucros, Gloria Ucros de Saiz, Lucila Guevara de Aya, Ines Perdomo Avila, 
Soledad de Munar, Rosaura Perez, Leonor Russel de Tamayo, Maria Clemencia de 
Perdomo, Rosalba de Suarez, Edelmira Arce Vera, Dora Perdomo, Miguel Rozo, 
Marco T. Lima, Edilberto Sanchez, Carlos E. Bohorquez, Guillermo Leal, 

Marco Tulio Rodriguez, Gumercindo Suarez, Gustavo Alberto Morales, Alberto 
Diaz, Guillermo Rozo, Pedro Villa, Nestor Felix Ortiz, Gumercindo Suarez, 
Cenon Alfonso Sanchez, Efrain Oliveros, Roberto Maldonado, Maria Dolores Arce, 
Marta Isabel Suarez, Olinda C. de Navarro, Mercedes de Maldonado, Marta Isabel 
Suarez. 


From Southern Bolivar 
The following message of support was sent to Virgilio Barco from Magangue: 


"The southern part of the Department of Bolivar cannot remain indifferent to 

the fact that Dr Virgilio Barco has agreed to put his name before public 

opinion as Colombia prepares to elect its next president. We are pleased to 
express this spontaneous manifestation of sincere satisfaction that he has 
submitted his name and that he has a good chance to be enthusiastically 

accepted by the Colombian people. Virgilio Barco's personal record is clean 
and admirable, for both the future of Colombia and of this region in particular. 
He produced an extremely thorough study on the status and future of the 
Magdalena River and the coast. This is the time not to list his accomplish- 
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ments, but to stress his ability, his honesty, his dedication, his good sense, 
his efficiency and his responsibility. All of the above justifies the 
enthusiasm with which we lend him all of our warmest personal support for his 
success and we would like to invite him to visit Magangue and southern Bolivar 
so that we can personally express our feelings to him." 


Signed: Saul Carrera Chirola, Gabriel Zea Sierra, Ricardo Botero Maya, Rodolfo 
Estorino Iriarte, Heriberto C. Maza, Alberto Arrieta Valente, Luis Poveda 
Solano, Carlos Cabrales Ardila, Gustavo Eskaff Nasser, Eduardo Butron 
Hamburger, Abraham Guerra Cure, Emilse Lopez, Luz Dary Jinenez, Silvio 
Restrepo, Pablo Galvis Mendez, Hugo Gomez Caseres, Saul Carrera Dura, Filiberto 
Patron, Benjamin Garcia Manjarres, Arturo Butron Buelvas, Samuel Bustamante 
Posada, Esther Sierra, Gil Blas Turizo and Pablo Colon C. Two hundred more 
Signatures follow. 


8743 
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COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


GOVERNMENT PROHIBITS IMPORTS OF EQUIPMENT, MACHINERY 
San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 27 Aug 81 p 2A 


(Text } The itiortation of capital goods will be prohibited for at least 6 months 
according to an agreement of the Executive Branch, announced yesterday by President 
Rodrigo Carazo Odio. 


From now on, the leader stated, no buses, agricultural equipment or capital goods 
in general may be imported. Furthermore, public institutions must repair, rehabili- 
tate and overhaul their machinery in Agroindustrial Services Cooperative (COOPESA) 
repair shops. 


Carazo explained that the Executive Branch "is shocked" at the large amount of 
equipment that has been attached by banks, and that "is turning into scrap at 
customs." 


Thus, he plans to send to the Legislative Assembly a bill to streamline procedures 
for auctioning off and repairing the equipment so it can be put to use. 


There will also be other means to put the government's decision into effect, 
commented Vice-President Jose Miguel Alfaro. However, he did not elaborate. 


He added that the measure was taken in order to save foreign currency outlays, to 
provide more jobs for Costa Ricans in the repair shops, and to utilize idle 
equipment. He said that according to calculations, 38 percent of the machinery's 
capacity is idle. 


Moreover, he claimed, the measure will provide an "enormous stimulus for bringing 
the country's trade balance into equilibrium." 


The government has announced drastic restrictions on imports since last April, and 
it has been said that the government is looking into various methods that are more 
compatible with the International Monetary Fund's position on this matter. 


Last year the country imported $1,370,366,000 in goods, and exported goods worth 
only $877,973,000. 


8926 
CSO: 3010/1832 
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COUNTRY SECTION . COSTA RICA 


FOREIGN DEBT HAS ALMOST TRIPLED IN 3 YEARS 
San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 28 Aug 81 p 4A 
[Article by Lafitte Fernandez R. ] 


‘Text ] Costa Rica's public foreign debt has almost tripled in the past 3 years, 
and the $1.597 billion increase which has been noted in this short period is now 
"strangling" the local economy, according to some economists. 


A study conducted by Dr Fernando Naranjo, formerly minister of development under 
the previous administration, shows thet while in 1977 these obligations reached 
$833 million, in 1981 they have been pegged at $2.430 billion. 


These figures were analyzed at a round table discussion held by the members of the 
Inter-American Federation of Students of Economic Sciences, at the University of 
Costa Rica. 


Participants included Economics Minister Jose Miguel Alfaro, Thelmo Vargas, Eduardo 
Liz-no (moderator) and Dr Fernando Naranjo. 


During the discussion, the problem of the public debt and its impact on the 
national balance of payments were examined. 


Numbers 


Dr Naranjo did not deny that a poor nation such as Costa Rica needs to contract 
foreign debts in order to stimulate its economy. 


However, he recalled that in 1970 those obligations amounted to only $164 million, 
whereas in 1977 they reached $833 million. 


The economist mentioned that by 1981 the foreign debt had reached a total of 
$2.430 billion, an increase of $1.597 billion Over 3 years, for an average annual 
debt of $532 million. That figure for earlier years was only $95 million. 


The former minister also spoke of the servicing of the public debt (the payment of 

interest and amortization). He stated that in 1970 $24 million was needed to 

se vik the debt; in 1977 that figure was $104 million, and in 1981 it reached 
me $ 0 million. 
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According to these figures, in 1970 only 10.3 percent of our export earnings was 
earmarked for paying off the foreign debt, while in 1977 that figure was 10.9 
percent, and in 1980, 24.6 percent, nearly one-fourth of the total value of local 
exports (some $1.200 billion). 


Naranjo said that in 1982 about $740 million will have to go toward servicing the 
debt, which means 50 percent of the value of all estimated exports. 


Problem 


The main question asked by Dr Naranjo was why a fictitious exchange rate was 
maintained, given the critical situation we have faced for 3 years. 


He recalled, along these lines, that in 1977 net international reserves in the 
country amounted to $233 million, while in 1980 they dropped to less than $95 
million, a loss of $328 million. ‘ 


Furthermore, he added, the country did not pay for $270 million of the foreign 
currency reserves accumulated at the Central Bank, and it obtained short-term 
loans of $350 million and received $50 million from the International Monetary Fund. 


He explained that according to that, there is a total of $1 billion "that Costa 
Rica let slip through its fingers or that left the country because an exchange 
rate of 8.60 colons was maintained." 


Response 


Economics Minister Jose Miguel Alfaro replied that the country did not devalue its 
currency for several reasons: the war in Nicaragua, labor-management problems 
which were a front for subversive efforts (in 1980), and other reasons. 


He recalled that the current administration has had to combat negative external 
factors (the rise in oil prices and the drop in coffee prices). He also mentioned 
that part of the external resources have been used to build the Moin wharf, to 
compensate for the drop in coffee prices, to pay for contracts signed by the Costa 
Rican Development Corporation (CODESA), and to undertake infrastructure projects 
designed to maintain social order. 


He stressed the government's efforts to curb unemployment, to balance the trade 
deficit, to achieve energy independence and to rationalize public spending. 


Thelmo Vargas presented an analysis of the foreign debt and balance of payments 
problems, and stated that a series of short-term measures must be adopted. 


Among the measures he mentioned were renegotiating the foreign debt, changing the 
make-up of the Central Bank's board of directors, and limiting the importation of 
capital goods rather than preventing the entry of finished goods. 


He also claimed that it is necessary to change Costa Rica's development model and 
eliminate the excess protectionism that now exists. 


8926 
CSO: 3010/1832 
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COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 





INTERNATIONAL COFFEE PRICE FLUCTUATIONS CAUSE LOSS 
San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 24 Aug 81 p 2A 
[Article by Ricardo Quiros Saenz | 


[Text] Fluctuations in international coffee prices during this year have caused 
losses of more than $20 million to this country, although 322,000 more sacks of 
coffee, 60 kilograms each, have been sold so far this in comparison with the same 
period of last year. 


As of last 15 August, our country had exported 1,459,000 sacks, valued at 
$203,945,000 (on the rails). 


Last year, during the same period 1,137,000 sacks were sold abroad, with a value 
of $224,108,000. However, the difference in prices between 1980 and 1981 (first 
half) was unfavorable, so the country lost more than $20 million. 


Mario Fernandez Urpi, executive director of the Coffee Office (OFICAFE), stated 
that "it is felt that as a consequence of the frost that damaged the principal 
coffee producing states of Brazil, in the near future there witil be a better 
balance between supply and demand, which will result in improved international 
prices for the product in the coming months." 


Costa Rica's harvest has been estimated at 2,445,000 fanegas [1.6 bushels] this year. 
Search 


To search for a more positive stance on the part of the consuming nations, the 
coffee bloc of Central America and Mexico will meet today, Monday, with coffee 
officials of the U.S. Department of State. 


Fernandez Urpi, who will represent our country along with Energy and Mines 
Minister Fernando Altmann Ortiz, stated that the purpose of the meeting is to urge 
the United States to adopt a more flexible position to permit producing countries 
more favorable conditions on the coffee market, "'such as negotiating a fairer 
price range, so that nations such as Costa Rica, and Central America in general, 
can @arn more remunerative prices." 


He also reported that the talks with U.S. officials are a regional preambie for 
the coffee negotiatior that will take place in London, England next September, 
where the United States is considered the principal consumer in the world. 
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Atter the meeting, the representatives of the coffee bloc of Mexico and Central 
America will go to Brazil to hold talks with authorities there. 


The dialog with Brazilian officials will be held "for the purpose of arriving at 
formulas to reach an understanding among the producing countries, so that the 
negotiations in September will not be so difficult." 


September 


In addition, OFICAFE revealed that at the meeting of the International Coffee 
Organization (OIC), Costa Rica will be represented by Vice-President Claudio 
Castro, Fernando Altmann Ortiz and Fernandez Urpi. 


The trade associations in the coffee sector will send Arnoldo Lopez, president of 
the Chamber of Coffee Growers; Nautilio Monge Alvarez of the Federation of Coffee 
Cooperatives; and Otto Kloti, of the Chamber of Exporters. 


89276 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


"DER SPIEGEL' INTERVIEWS CUBAN VICE PRESIDENT 
DW291227 Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 28 Sep 81 pp 187-194 


[Interview with Cuban Vice President Carlos Rafael Rodriguez; date and place not 
given] 


[Text] SPIEGEL: Mr Rodriguez, some 22 heads of state and government will meet 
in October in Cancun to begin North-South dialogue. Why was Cuba excluded although 
Mexico, the host country, had approved its participation? 


Rodriguez: The only reason is the spiteful opposition of U.S. President Reagan. 
It was said in Washington that Reagan would not appear if Fidel Castro were 
present. The presence of the United States, however, is important for the 
developing countries. The so-called North-South dialogue would have been sense- 
less without the presence of such an important part of the north. 


SPIEGEL: Will Cuba be represented somehow, maybe through Mexico? 


Rodriguez: We do not want to burden Mexico with this responsibility. Mexico has 
demonstrated its good will to represent all our standpoints. 


SPIEGEL: Aren't you bitter? 


Rodriguez: Just because we do not want to burden friendly countries by making 
our presence a prerequisite for the conference does not mean that we are happy. 
We will continue to state that the attitude of the United States is arrogant 
and arbitrary. The United States still believes it can decide the problems of 
the worid because it has military and economic power. 


SPIEGEL: The United States accuses Cuba of supplying arms to the guerrillas in 
Central America. 


Rodriguez: These false accusations are intended to create the impression that 
the origin of Central American developments lies in Cuba and other countries. The 
United States wants to justify to itself and its allies its own increasing mili- 
tary presence in Central America and its aggressive policy toward Cuba. It pre- 
tends that Cuba must be suppressed by force and called to order. 


SPIEGEL: Your side recently called the U.S. secretary of state and the U.S. 
government "liars." Are the fronts becoming harder again? 
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Rodriguez: When the aggressive approach of the United States began to emerge, 

we had a proper political answer. In addition, we have set up territorial militia 
forces. We are making preparations for the total defense of the country. Cuba 
will not give up its principles. You can destroy Cuba, but you cannot make it 
yield. 


No one will be able to force Cuba to change its foreign policy. We will follow 
a line in accord with Cuban interests. 


SPIEGEL: In the United States there is talk of a "Haig plan": withdraw Cuban 
troops from Angola and Ethiopia, and discontinue aid to Latin American guerrillas, 
otherwise Cuba will experience a demonstration of strength that could extend from 
blockade to invasion. How does Cuba plan to react? 


Rodriguez: The United States has said that it does not yet have a Latin American 
policy. Haig is the spokesman of those who want to let us live if we follow the 
norms they consider correct. 


We strongly reject such a claim. Fidel concluded the second party congress by 
saying: "Principles are not a matter of negotiations." We become involved 
according to our principles such as, for example, in the defense of Angola's terri- 
torial integrity... 


SPIEGEL: ...and Ethiopia? 


Rodriguez: Exactly. We will be involved there as long as the respective govern- 
ments consider it necessary. 


SPIEGEL: Will South Africa's invasion of Angola result in intensified Cuban 
action? 


Rodriguez: Our governments have taken into consideration the fact that stationing 
Cuban troops close to the Namibian border could be misused by the South Africans 
to confuse the issue. But as things are, nobody can say that Cuban troops in 
Angola support Namibian SWAPO revolutionaries. 


SPIEGEL: Once again, will you reinforce your troops? 
Rodriguez: We have sufficient forces to fulfill out tasks. 


SPIEGEL: t is said there are between 20,000 and 40,000 men. How many are there 


»?) . 
really? ys 


Rodriguez: We cannot give you a figure. The North Americans are perfectly aware 
of the figures since they keep track of movements back and forth. 


SPIEGEL: Cuba takes care of the territorial integrity of Angola and Ethiopia. 
What commitments do you think you have in Latin America? 


Rodriguez: We are involved with principles that are older than our revolution: 
the solidarity of all people of Latin America fighting for their independence. 
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SPIEGEL: ...so you are prepared for everything? 


Rodriguez: If the United States violates international law and sets up a naval 
blockade of Cuba, we will defend ourselves with our own forces. If the United 
States goes even further and undertakes military aggression we are prepared to 
pay the price. 


SPIEGEL: Would the answer to a U.S. blockade of Cuba be even more Cuban support 
for other revolutionaries and a stronger leaning toward the Soviet Union? 


Rodriguez: Our commitments to revolutionaries do not basically depend on our 
relations with the United States. If U.S. policy changed, we could have normal 
relations with the United States while simultaneously maintaining solidarity with 
the revolutionaries in Latin America who are fighting for democracy and national 
independence. 


SPIEGEL: And the pressure from the United States? 


Rodriguez: You cannot establish a connection between our approach to the revolu- 
tionaries and our relations with the United States. We do not maintain solidarity 
with El Salvador because we are quarreling with the United States. 


SPIEGEL: Your assessment of the Central American situation is similar to that 
of the Socialist International (S.I.). Are there any contacts? 


Rodriguez: We have officially mentioned in our party documents our relations 
with the S.I. We believe that the analyses of Socialists and Social Democrats 
are of importance for all parties aiming for changes and for peace in the world, 
including the Cuban Communist Party. 


SPIEGEL: Is there any possibility of cooperation with the Socialist Internationai? 


Rodriguez: We in Latin America deem it worth aspiring to. We believe that we 
are largely agreed in the assessment of the problems of Latin America. This con- 
tributes toward throwing the limelight on the struggle of the peoples of Central 
America, just as France and Mexico have done just recently by recognizing the 
opposition in El Salvador as a “legitimate political force." Cuba's attitude, 
too, thus becomes plain to the world public. Such relations strengthen our posi- 
tion. 


SPIEGEL: Have your relations with the Social Democrats in Latin America helped 
achieve that SPD Deputy Chairman Hans-Juergen Wischnewski met with Fidel Castro 
last April? 


Rodriguez: Definitely, though there are also contacts between the SPD and the 
Cuban Communist Party and between leaders of the two parties. They existed even 
prior to the present situation which Wischnewski discussed with Fidel Castro. 
The crisis in Central America allowed us to find harmonious positions--which is 
not intended to mean that full accord exists between the Social Democrats and 
the Cuban Communist Party. 
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SPIEGEL: Are there any other points of contact? 


Rodriguez: Just recently an SPD delegation from Bremen visited us. On the 
occasion of Tito's funeral I met with Willy Brandt. The meeting has not materi- 
alized to date. 


SPIEGEL: Didn't you invite him to Cuba? 


Rodriguez: We do not want to force anything which might not be in harmony with 
the interests of all parties involved. 


SPIEGEL: Did the contacts with the SPD produce any practical result? 


Rodriguez: Considering the S.I. policy in El Salvador Cuba has said that it will 
offer a modest cooperation in the search for a political solution, provided the 
oppositional forces FMLN ("National Liberation Front Farbundo Marti") and the 
Frente Democratico Revolucionario agree. Fidel told Mr Wischnewski that in no 
uncertain terms. 


SPIEGEL: Is there any political solution for El Salvador? 


Rodriguez: All those in the country itself who consider a political solution 
proceed from a change in the official leadership of th country, from some sort 
of a transitional government. I personally deem a political solution very diffi- 
cult under the incumbent military junta. 


SPIEGEL: But the junta is still in power. 


Rodriguez: Because the United States supports and arms it. If it would cease 
doing that... 


SPIEGEL: ...there would be a military solution. 


Rodriguez: Not necessarily. In keeping with the proposals by the Social Democrats, 
or also by Mexico, a broader solution could be found without the struggle being 
waged until the complete defeat of the armed forces. Representative elements of 
these forces could negotiate with those oppositional forces which France and Mexico 
have recognized as being representative. 


SPIEGEL: Cuba claims that it never lies and that it has never sent either arms or 
advisers to El Salvador. How do you support the guerrillas of the FMLN anyway? 


Rodriguez: By our international solidarity, by our close relations with various 
organizations. And also by other, well-known, oft-commented ways of cooperation. 


SPIEGEL: What do you mean by "well-known" and "oft-commented?" 
Rodriguez: Help for their travels, for instance. Not all aid to guerrillas, to 


democratic force's, consists of advisers and arms. We have helped in all other 
fields. 
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SPIEGEL: When Columbia froze relations with Cuba it accused Cuba of having 
granted M-19 arms and training to the guerrillas of the movement. Cuba categori- 
cally denied the arms aid but not the training. Are the guerrillas of the FMNL 
trained here as well? 


Rodriguez: We did not deny this because in the past few years many people came 
to our country for various reasons to ask for training. We did not deny this 
desire. If a revolutionary for Latin America wishes to learn the technique and 
organization of resistance for his own self-defense, we cannot refuse in view 
of the brutal oppression. This also holds true for the Salvadorians. 


SPIEGEL: ''Proletarian internationalism" makes Cuba dispatch troops to Angola and 
Ethiopia. In El Salvador there is talk now about the plan to form a government 
in the liberated areas. Would Cuba comply with a request for help? 


Rodriguez: Revolutions are made by peoples. It is necessary to differentiate 
between the support to a revolution and aid for the preservation of national 
sovereignty. Angola and Ethiopia had been established states which requested 
aid against military attacks from outside. 


In El Salvador the situation has not yet been so clearly fixed. We cannot predict 
what our position will be in view of a situation which we do not know. 


SPIEGEL: The United States supports dictators but also resistance movements 
such as the followers of the former dictator of Nicaragua, Somoza, in Miami. 
Aren't you doing exactly the same, only vice versa? 


Rodriguez: You cannot export revolution nor import it. It must emerge from the 
roots of the people. The people's forces must insure that their revolutions 
will be victorious and stable. Then it will be possible to prevent the export 
of counterrevolution by means of international solidarity. 


SPIEGEL: Are normal relations conceivable between the United States and Cuba 
in the foreseeable future? Castro has said that he would accept a live branch. 


Rodriguez: On a long-term basis this possibility exists. Yet Reagan is not 
holding an olive branch but a "big bludgeon." On a short-term basis we do not 
see any option “of negotiations. But we are receptive to an honorable agreement. 
SPIEGEL: What could it be like? 

Rodriguez: Above all the blockade of Cuba must be lifted. 

SPIEGEL: What would you offer in return? 

Rodriguez: We do not have to offer anything, for we were the ones that were 
ettacked. We have neither severed relations nor instituted the blockade, nor 


have we carried out any acts of military aggression. First of all the unequal 
conditions must be eliminated, then we can negotiate. 
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SPIEGEL: On what? 
Rodriguez: Mutual respect. 


SPIEGEL: Castro said at the party congress that the emigration by Cubans has not 
been concluded but just suspended. Will the gates be opened again? 


Rodriguez: The United States is waging a continuous campaign, depicting its 
country as paradise. In our inadequately enlightened public opinion this fans 
readiness to leave Cuba. 


SPIEGEL: What is the effect of the emigration of 120,000 Cubans on the revolution? 


Rodriguez: The way the press described this exit it provides a highly negative 
picture of Cuba. But it was not explained who was going, and why. 


SPIEGEL: What does that mean? 


Rodriguez: One was able to see in Peru and in the United States what kind of 
people have gone away. 


The less prosperous people in our country were made to believe that paradise 

was waiting for them just 90 miles away, the trip was arranged for them, and 

they were induced to believe that they would be placed in good positions directly 
after their arrival. 


SPIEGEL: Cuba itself permitted visits by members of the Cuban colony of Miami. 
Was this wrong? 


Rodriguez: Unfortunately we failed to prepare our people for this shock. Not 
that we were not prepared politically; the matter was just inadequately discussed. 
We had to make a decision, and we failed to make proper allowances for various 
criteria among the people. But it was not so much the prosperity of these people 
which hit us. What hurt our people was their arrogance. 


We called the 120,000 people who went away antisocial. It may be that this does 
not apply to 20,000 or 30,000. They simply made use of the opportunity and had 
relatives over there with whom they warted to get together. 


SPIEGEL: So not all of them were antisocial after all... 


Rodriguez: Not all of them--but the whole thing was antisocial. More than 100 ,000 
had a record of previous convictions. 


SPIEGEL: Many emigrants said that they believed in Fidel Castro's word and 
praised the achievements of the revolution. But they lamented the surveillance 
in Cuba. 


Rodriguez: It depends what is meant by surveillance. Here, the people participate 
very much in the revolution. Anyone having counterrevolutionary intentions does 
not have any easy stand because the vast majority of the people sticks to the revo- 
lution. 








SPIEGEL: There are still counterrevolutionaries even 22 years after the revolution? 


Rodriguez: I think so, yes. You cannot possible expect the approval of all if 
10 million people are involved. 


SPIEGEL: Fidel Castro's report to the party congress mostly was a listing of 
the revolution's successes. Were no mistakes made at all? 


Rodriguez: Strategic mistakes, yes, in the mode of leadership, idealistic criteria 
were used for solving economic problems. This resulted in serious mistakes. But 
we frankly admitted our mistakes too. 


SPIEGEL: Measures aimed at increasing production were announced last December: 
more money for the one who works more. This means that the "new human being" 
has not yet been created in Cuba. 


Rodriguez: We are still far away from that, of course. When I spoke of idealistic 
mistakes of our leadership a while ago then I did so because formerly, spurred 

on by our enthusiasm and that of the people, we regarded the development too 
subjectively. "« 

The new human being will emerge from a combination of the remuneration for his 
work and the political education which inspires a production increase. This is 
how the basis emerges for a Communist distribution of the goods. 


Until then the new human being will exist partially. It develops continually 
rather than emerging in perfect shape like Athene did from the head of Zeus. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


MALMIERCA CALLS U.S. RADIO STATION PLANS "AGGRESSION' 
FL291033 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1000 GMT 29 Sep 81 


[Text] Addressing the UN General Assembly, Cuban Foreign Minister Isidoro 
Malmierca has described Washington's decision to set up a radio station to air 
anti-Cuban programs as another U.S. aggression. This decision, Malmierca said, 
is evidence of the provocative and aggressive stance of the U.S. Government. 
However, he added, Washington should not delude itself because the Cuban people 
are now stronger and are determined to defend their revolution and repel any 
aggression. 


The Cuban Foreign Minister noted that the new U.S. administration makes no attempt 
to negotiate on any subject unless it can do so in conditions that guarantee its 
superiority in all areas. As long as the U.S. Government maintains its present 
position both militarily and economically, the Cuban leader added, the work of 

the United Nations will be in crisis because cooperation and dialogue cannot 
coexist with the hegemonic and warmongering policy of the U.S. Government. 


Isidoro Malmierca reiterated that the United States has not yet responded to our 
country's demand, voiced by Council of State President Fidel Castro. The top 
Cuban leader had said that the United States must answer clearly whether the 
Central Intelligence Agency had been forbidden or not to use biological warfare 
against Cuba. 


The Cuban foreign minister refuted the claim made by the yankee delegate, who 
told the General Assembly that hemorrhagic dengue had been introduced into Cuba 
by Cuban internationalists. The World Health Organization, Malmierca said, has 
confirmed that the virus, which appeared in Cuba in a Suspect manner, was not 
present in any of the 30 countries where Cuban internationalists serve. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


NONALIGNED FOREIGN MINISTERS' COMMUNIQUE AT UN REPORTED 
FL291112 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1000 GMT 29 Sep 81 


[Text] At the United Nations, the foreign ministers of nonaligned countries have 
condemned the U.S. Government's hostile stand concerning the legitimate and 
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people and their sole representative, the 
PLO. 


A communique approved by the foreign ministers and heads of delegations of non- 
aligned countries attending the 36th UN General Assembly also expressed the move- 
ment's deep concern over Israel's aggressions against Lebanon, the Palestinian 
refugee camps and the destruction of the nuclear plant for peaceful ends in Iraq. 
This zionist escalation, the document adds, would have been impossible without 
the massive U.S. assistance to Israel which intensified following the Camp David 
accords. 


Instead of participating in the efforts to find a global solution to the Middle 
East conflict, the United States has just concluded a strategic alliance with 
Israel, a fact which the nonaligned view with concern, the declaration adds. In 
addition to demanding the zionist withdrawal from occupied territories, the 
foreign ministers of nonaligned countries called on all states to help and facili- 
tate all efforts by the Palestinian people under the leadership of the PLO to 
pursue their efforts and legitimate struggle to achieve their inalienable rights. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


COMMENTARY STRESSES 'FASCIST' NATURE OF U.S. LEADERSHIP 
PA271727 Havana International Service in Spanish 0000 Sep 81 
("World Events" commentary ] 


[Text] The fascist nature of the leading nucleus of the present U.S. Government, 
as denounced by Cuban President Fidel Castro during the opening session of the 
68th IPU Conference, has its roots in the political and economic interests of the 
men involved. 


It is not a coincidence that, in a little more than 9 months in power, the U.S. 
Government has placed the world into such a difficult situation that the chances 
of maintaining peace have been tangibly diminished. 


The former California governor and the group who accompany him at the summit of 
power are well-known and self-confessed supporters of the most unpopular currents. 
They are linked to the powerful international consortiums whose most lucrative 
business is war and the exploitation of other peoples. 


Reagan was chosen by the so-called new U.S. right to represent that group in the 
White House at a time of profound internal crisis and at a juncture that is most 
unfavorable toward imperialist policies. 


The so-called new U.S. right is made up of the most conservative corporate sector, 
the ultrarightists of the Republican Party, a self-styled new right which holds 
extremely reactionary positions within the government and the so-called moral 
majority, representing by the most reactionary religious sectors. 


The recovery of the predominance that yankee imperialism has been losing as a 
result of the peoples’ successful struggle for liberation and the power of the 
socialist countries has become the obsession of the U.S. President and his main 
aides, just as the desire for world domination obsessed Adolf Hitler. 


Without our leadership, there can be no peace in the world, Reagan told the 
French paper L'EXPRESS last January. On taking power, the present government 
gave carte blanche to internal repression, authorized a witch-hunt against all 
those suspected of professing progressive ideologies, received with sympathy 
the proposals of the ultrareactionary heritage foundation to restrict civil 
rights and permitted the Ku Klux Klan full sway. 
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However, there are other symptoms of fascism within the present U.S. Government. 
To confront the severe economic crisis, the President has asked the Congress for 
special powers as if the country were in a state of war. He has raised the banner 
of bread at gunpoint, cut the budget for social programs for the benefit of 
rearmament and the arms race and reiterated a ban on strikes. 


In addition, the foreign policy followed by the present Reagan government shows 
clear and alarming signs of fascism. This is seen, for example, in the all-out 
effort to have the U.S. allies increase their military budgets; the open alliance 
with the South African racists and with all the fascist regimes in the world; the 
blackmailing attempt to intimidate mankind by the manufacture of the neutron 
bomb; the constant threats against Cuba, Nicaragua and Grenada; the attempts to 
interfere in Poland, Southeast Asia and Afghanistan; the increase in the military 
budget; participation in the genocide in El Salvador; and the strategic alliance 
with Israel and Egypt in the Middle East. 


As can be seen, the adventurist and demented U.S. policy is a threat to peace. 
That is why Fidel Castro has expressed his conviction that a fascist leadership 
has been superimposed on the structure of an imperialist bourgeois democracy. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


"DAYS OF SOLIDARITY' WITH PUERTO RICO END 
FL242208 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2130 GMT 24 Sep 81 


[Text] The days of solidarity for the independence of Puerto Rico which began 

on 12 September ended yesterday with a political-cultural ceremony at the Cuban 
Institute of Friendship With Peoples [ICAP]. Felipe Cirino, member of the Puerto 
Rican Socialist Party Central Committee and party representative in Cuba, denounced 
U.S. Government maneuvers to boycott the study of the case of Puerto Rico in the 
forthcoming period of sessions of the UN General Assembly. He noted how the 
administration of the University of Puerto Rico decreed the expulsion of 14 of 

the students currently on a hunger strike over an increase in tuition fees, and 
expressed interest in mobilizing youth forces to support the protest and condemn 
the aggressive and deceitful policy of the colonial government. 


ICAP Vice President Jorge Gallardo delivered the closing remarks and recalled 

the words of Commander in Chief Fidel Castro when he said that the Cuban people's 
support for Puerto Rico was a historic and moral duty, as well as an inescapable 
need because as long as there was a single Puerto Rican to defend the cause of 
independence our solidarity would go out to him. 


The ceremony was also presided over by Francisco Pividal, president of the Latin 
American and Caribbean Historians Association; Jesus Escandel, member of the 
Central Organization of Cuban Trade Unions National Secretariat, and other 
officials. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


WESTERN NAVAL DISTRICT CONSTRUCTION PROJECT CONTINUES 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 16 Aug 81 pp 34-37 
[Article by Pablo Noa] 


[Text] "We are very pleased to know that our work on this project is improving the 
standard of living of hundreds of comrades dedicated to the defense of the 
fatherland!" 


These words were spoken by Lt Lavin Banos Valdes, of the steel-workers group of { 1e 
10th Brigade, Enterprise No 5, of the Directorate for Military Construction and 
Housing, FAR [Revolutionary Armed Forces]. 


We talked with him and several construction workers representative of various 
generations of workers in that sector. All of them share the optimism proper to 
these years of socialist dedication in our country. Their remarks are the most 
eloquent proof of this. 


Men and Machines 


In an immense area, where the irregularity of the terrain had raised the question 
of whether it could ever be dominated, a complex of buildings is being constructed 
which is destined for the combatants of the Revolutionary Navy of the Western 
Naval District. 


Integrated harmoniously with the countryside for several years, men and machines 
are transforming the landscape in this region. 


Important construction projects have been completed, some of which are now being 
used. Several projects are in the completion stage and others are being started. 


During a tour of the construction site, we observed the spirit and interest of all 
workers to finish their assigned tasks with the required quality and in the 
scheduled time frame. Workers with long years of experience, together with young 
men who are virtually starting in construction, are making an effort to meet the 
proposed objectives. 
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That Is Why They Are There 


Although we had initiated our talks with Lieutenant Banos, during our visit we had 
the opportunity to become acquainted with many outstanding comrades. They, with 
their comments, made a point of complementing the general idea we had of work they 
are doing. 


We heard Pablo Valdes Diaz speak frequently. The young man is about to complete his 
military service in an MGR [Cuban Revolutionary Navy] unit and has requested per- 
mission to remain in it, as he wants to be a naval officer. 


He, like other sailors, is providing support to the enterprise's construction workers 
to expedite completion of the task. He has been outstanding on the job to the point 
of now being the foreman of a concrete mixing crew. 


"We are pleased with the work we are doing. We know that by doing this work we are 
helping improve our living conditions and those of the rest of our navy comrades," 
Pedro Pablo said, coming to a stop in front of a "mountain" of cement, gravel and 
sand. 


"In the group I am supervising," he added, "all of the crew are about my age. How- 
ever, there is a high feeling of collectivism, respect and discipline. Here we do 
our jobs with the operating methods to which we have become accustomed in the FAR 
[Revolutionary Armed Forces]." 


Trucks and power shovels are moving around us indicating that concrete pouring will 
begin in another part of the construction site. Pedro Pablo prepares to leave us 
but before joining his crew he says: 


"Recently, management congratulated us. The work we did to complete the flooring of 
one segment of a programmed construction project made history in the brigade,..." 


The young man returns to his job. Next we are told about his crew, of how they 
continually apply creative initiative to resolve any problem that arises. That is 
characteristic of them. 


Major Manuel Medina Sabigni recalls how on one occasion, when there was great 

urgency in completing the concrete pouring operation on one job, among other problems 
there was an electric power outage which made it impossible to use the concrete 
mixer. What is more, visibility was limited, as it was night. However, to avoid 

a work stoppage, which would entail the loss of manhours and mateials, the young men 
decided to light the area with several torches which they had made themselves. In 
this way they continued to pour concrete, using an internal combustion engine 

powered concrete mixer. The day was saved, andthe crew successfully finished the 

job assigned them on that occasion. 


"Really, the whole group is outstanding," Major Medina concluded. 
These Opinions 


"In a situation like this, it is not easy to single out one or two comrades," 
explained Eduardo Rodriguez Castaneda, secretary general of the party cell. 
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"I would say that it is impossible to talk about the project without mentioning 

Luis Alarcon Cabrales, combatant of Column 1 of the Rebel Army, who has been working 
on military construction since 1968. Here he is a crane mechanic. Or Antonio Perez 
Nodarse, crane operator, who previously was a sapper with an FAR unit, and who, as 
soon as he joined the brigade, became the best socialist emulation worker. 


"I could also tell you about the example of Victor Soroa, the best worker of the 
quarter in the region, who is proud to belong to a small but good group. Like him 
are Vicente Gonzalez Tapia, with 31 years in construction, who knows all there is 
to know about this work; Regino Diaz Valdes, a helper in the steelworkers' brigade; 
Marcellino Soler, along with his earthmover since 1967, prior to which he was a good 
tankman. 


"Another comrade who has contributed his know-how and brawn is Julian Ruiz Machin, 
who has been in this work 20 years and can boast of being a charter member of 
military construction. He was present for the building of the Silvio Caro community, 
the Mausoleum of the Soviet Internationalist Soldier and the preparation and 
reconstruction of areas for the Fourth Spartakiadas of Friendly Armies in 1977. He 
knows his job and does it. he 
"Even with these names, I have mentioned only a few. In these activities, the role 
of the individual is the decisive factor is achieving collective successes. That 
is why I said that even though it would be a brief account I had to mention those 
names." 


And Rafael Izaguirre adds: 


"When the members of the 10th Brigade arrived here, from the very beginning they 
did not have suitable living quarters. 


"They had to get along with what was available. The situation did not affect the 
spirit of any of them and even less their work. Later a module was built to provide 
temporary facilities; it had the basics to take care of the housing needs and 
activities of our comrades. I want to make it clear to you that the members of the 
brigade live together as a unit. They remain at the work site all week and on 
Saturdays and Sundays visit their families." 


Aguirre, who is secretary general of the trade union section, took it upon himself 
to offer us information about the living and working conditions of the construction 
workers. To conclude his remarks, he emphasized the close connection between the 
party, command and trade union in the accomplishment of the dissimilar tasks 
arising out of fulfilling the requirements of the work plan. 


Noelia Diaz, organizing secretary of the UJC [Union of Young Communists], gave an 
extensive account of the participation of young people--and they are many--in 
getting the job done, raising production and fighting against absenteeism. 


Once again we were told about the valuable assistance given by a group of sailors 
and officers. On this occasion the remarks were made by Jorge Luis Concepcion, the 
Brigade's chief engineer, as he corrected the work done by the sailors on the roof 
of a building. 


33 

















We listened to his instructions and praise of the group. Then we talked with 
Raimundo Castillo Mesa, converted into a C bricklayer, a vanguard in emulation who 
recently was given the honor of becoming a UJC activist. The other sailor referred 
to was Pedro Rodriguez Martinez, whom we had seen in the concrete pouring group. 


"In the construction of the camp," the engineer said, "we have taken the greatest 
care to create an agreeable and modern ambience. Those details can be observed in 
the structure proper of the installations and in the combination of colors applied 
to the walls. We are sure that the combatants will be pleased with the facilities." 


"By doing this," he continued, "we are collaborating in giving the unit pleasant 
living quarters at the same time as we are making a reality of one of the agreements 
of the First and Second Party Congresses with respect to the progressive improvement 
of livng and working conditions of FAR combatants." 


"We Laid It on Thick’ 


It might be thought that "we laid it on thick" when we selected several outstanding 
workers and gave an account of their work in this project. Without wishing to 
justify ourselves, one has to visit the site and see what is being done by those 
self-sacrificing men and women for the Directorate of Military Construction and 
Housing. 


For them, neither day nor night matters. They are only interested in completing 
the job on time and with the prescribed quality. It is enough for them to know the 
reason they are doing this. 


8143 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


BRIEFS 


CDR ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATED--Commander of the revolution Ramiro Valdes, member 
of Cuba's Communist Party [PCC] Politburo and minister of the interior, has pre- 
sided at Havana City's national commemoration of the 2lst anniversary of the 
Committees for the Defense of the Revolution [CDR], held at the Lazaro Pena 
Auditorium of the Central Organization of Cuban Trade Unions Building. Also 
present at the ceremony were Julio Camacho Aguilera, member of the PCC Politburo 
and first party secretary in Havana City Province, and Armando Acosta, alternate 
member of the PCC Politburo and national coordinator of the CDR, who made the 
closing remarks. In his speech, Armando Acosta proposed to the CDR members, who 
approved it unanimously, to convey to Commander in Chief Fidel Castro Havana 
City's CDR members' unconditional support for his pronouncements in the opening 
remarks at the 68th Interparliamentary Conference. After noting the importance 
of the courses of study at the Combatiendo al Enemigo Vigilance schools, he 
announced the creation of support brigades attached to the Interior Ministry 

at all CDR offices in the country. [Text] [FL261153 Havana Domestic Service 

in Spanish 1000 GMT 26 Sep 81] 


BELIZE, ECUADOR IN NONALIGNED--Belize and Ecuador have been admitted into the 
nonaligned countries movement as full members during a meeting held at the United 
Nations by the foreign ministers of member countries, which was chaired by Cuban 
Foreign Minister Isidoro Malmierca. The movement also agreed to support the 
candidacy of Tanzania's Foreign Minister Salim Ahmad Salim to the post of secre- 
tary general of the United Nations. It was also learned that Belize had been 
admitted into the United Nations, becoming member country No 156. The nonaligned 
countries' foreign ministers will continue their meeting next Monday to discuss 
the topics to be taken up by the 3lst meeting of tk® UN General Assembly which 
are of interest to the movement. [Text] [FL261505 Havana Domestic Service in 
Spanish 1000 GMT 26 Sep 81] 


WFTU PRESIDENT'S ARRIVAL--Sandor Gaspar, WFTU president and Hungarian Socialist 
Workers Party Politburo member, arrived in Havana today, where He was welcomed 
by Roberto Viega, Central Organization of Cuban Workers secretary general and 
Cuban Communist Party Politburo alternate member. The top WFTU leader traveled 
to Cuba to discuss issues related to the organization's 10th congress, which 
will be held in this capital 10-15 February. [Text] [PA280218 Havana Inter- 
national Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 28 Sep 81] 


GUINEA-BISSAU ANNIVERSARIES--The 25th anniversary of the African Independence 
Party of Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde and the 8th of the proclamation of that 
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republic have been commemorated at a political-cultural ceremony organized by 
the Cuban Institute of Friendship With Peoples [ICAP] and the Cudan-African 
Friendship Society. The ceremony was held at the Ariguanabo textile plant and 
speeches were made by (Constantino Lopes da Costa), charge d'affaires of the 
African country in Cuba, and Guillen Zelaya, vice president of the ICAP. [Text] 
[FL260130 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2130 GMT 25 Sep 81] 


NONALIGNED STANDARDIZATION MEETING--A program of joint action to determine various 
guidelines, means and ways of cooperation was submitted by Cuba today at the 
first meeting of experts on standards, weights and measures and auality control 
of the nonaligned countries movement as well as other developing countries. The 
proposal was made by Ramon Darias, minister-president of the State Committee for 
Standardization, during his opening remarks. In his speech, Darias, who was 
elected chairman of the meeting, summarized our country's efforts to establish 

a system of standardization in an economic structure deformed by imperialist 
penetration until 1959. Darias asked the delegates to strengthen the relations 
of economic cooperation among states with a significant factor in the economic 
and social development of the peoples. [Text] [FL290053 Havana Domestic Service 
in Spanish 2300 GMT 28 Sep 81] 


ACCUSATION AGAINST VENEZUE/.A--Cuba has accused the present Venezuelan Government 
of allowing itself to be used as a tool of U.S. imperialist strategy against the 
Central American peoples. The accusation is part of a speech made at the United 
Nations by Cuban delegate Rosario Nava who, using the right of reply, responded 
to the criticism unleashed against Cuba by the Venezuelan delegation. The Cuban 
delegate called despicable anyone who, using someone else's voice, attempts to 
ridicule the Cuban revolution's solidarity with the Salvadoran combative people. 
She was referring to the Venezuelan delegate who made a fiery ~peech against 
Cuba a few days ago. [Text] [FL261223 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 
GMT 26 Sep 81} 
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COUNTRY SECTION 
MEXICO 


GOVERNORS, SENATORS SAY SOCIALISM NOT VIABLE IN NATION 


Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 4 Sep 81 Sec A pp 4, 30 


[Text] Yester'lay, the presidents of the Chambers of Deputies and Senators, as well 
as the governors of five states, agreed in stating that socialism is not viable 

in Mexico. In commenting upon the unification of five leftist parties, they 

noted that the people have chosen a system and a way of life wherein they enjoy 
freedom and social justice. 


During a poll taken at the banquet which the governors tendered President Lopez 
Portillo as a sign of solidarity, those interviewed declared that socialism is 
not the path for Mexico. 


They also stressed that the Mexican revolution is seeking to provide the national 
population with all satisfactions, and that the fact that we do not need to look 
for alien models is due to this. "Nor do we want an authoritarian government," 
stated the leader of the Lower Chamber, Luis Marcelino Farias, who added that, 
according to the socialists themselves, socialism is viable in the future, “but 

I definitely do not believe that our country is heading toward that type of system. 
Of course, there is an increasing concern for solving social problems; there is 
increasing concern for trying to meet the needs of the population groups which are 
underprivileged." Farias noted: "The Mexican revolution is attempting to resolve 
all these things." 


And he stressed that, with the passage of time, "democracy is being entrenched more 
in Mexico." 


Upon being questioned in this regard, Joaquin Gamboa Pascoe, leader of the Senate, 
said that, for socialism to become established in our country, "they must first 
win in the elections, and I don't think that they can do so." 


The nation's social doctrine is established in the underlying principles of the 
Mexican revolution, "and it is in this that all of us born in this country believe." 
He also remarked that the great popular forces of Mexico are convinced of the 
principles of our social movement of 1910. The senator repeated: "This doctrine 
is the one which I practice, and if others believe in something different, that 
is their business." 


The Nuevo Leon governor, Alfonso Martinez Dominguez, who was one of the first to 
arrive at the meeting, which took place at La Hacienda de Los Morales, said that 
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Mexico “has its revolution, and has its political systems; it has produced social 
peace, progress, individual guarantees, liberty and social rights; and, therefore, 
this is the only course of action for the country." 


He immediately emphasized: "The Mexican revolution is the only path that we have, 
and there is no reason to go about seeking another one." 


He also maintained that the underlying principles of the revolution must be improv- 
ed constantly, "in order to seek greater harmony and social justice in our country.” 


RLA: ‘I Withhold My Opinion' 


Subsequently, Dr Rosa Luz Alegria, secretary of tourism, upon hearing the question 
regarding the possibility of Mexico's heading toward socialism, confined herself 
to responding, "I withhold my opinion." 


Similarly, the governors of Sinaloa and Baja California Norte, Antonio Toledo Corro 
and Roberto de la Madrid, respectively, explained that they could not discuss the 
issue. 


However, the governor of Baja California Norte gave assurance that, "Our country 

is democratic, one wherein all the political parties participate in the elections." 
He then admitted that he is not affiliated with the left: "I am of the center, and 
[ belong to the PRI [Institutional Revolutionary Party]." 


The Sinaloa governor, in turn, commented: "It is impossible to tell whether social- 
ism is viable until we see the results of the elections." He also expressed happi- 
ness that the political parties which represent different ideological movements 
are taking part in Mexico's democratic life. 


Carlos Jonguitud Barrios, governor of San Luis Potosi, also discussed the topic, 
indicating that a change in system "is difficult, especially for us who must 
observe it from the standpoint of many factors, such as the geographical and 
economic ones, as well as that of the people's own idiosyncracies." 


fhe state governor of Aguascalientes, Rodolfo Landeros Gallegos, claimed: "This 
measure is not the path for Mexico, nor is it the time for reaching socialism." 


He added: "This measure is something that all of us Mexicans must take into account 
in responding whether it is viab&e or not." He then remarked: "In our country, a 
system and a way of life have beeii: established wherein we enjoy liberty." The 
Aguascalientes governor stressed: "And this is what the majority of Mexicans 
want." 


"We need more time," claimed the governor of Morelos, Armando Leon Bejarano, who 
added: "Socialism is not viable in our country at the present time." He noted 
that one of the most compelling reasons for saying so is that the leftist parties, 
“instead of becoming larger and stronger, have become weak; and for this reason 
socia'ism is not feasible at the present time." 
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The Morelos governor emphasized that the opposition parties have not understood the 
political reform, 


He also declared: "It is not utopian, but this is not the time for Mexico to head 
toward socialism."" And he cautioned that, perhaps in the future, "with the world- 
wide trend toward humanization and socialization, we may come to be in that situa- 
tion." 


The governor of the state of Mexico, Jorge Jimenez Cantu, commented: "In my view, 
socialism is not viable in Mexico; social democracy is viable. In my opinion ti.is 
is what the people want. They are demanding increasingly greater social justice, 
greater democracy and greater liberty." 


He explained that the Mexican population "will always be opposed to totalitarian 
regimes of any kind;" claiming: "A social democracy with Mexican features is what 
we need." 


He stcessed that our country has its own social and revolutionary structures avail- 
able. 


Backing for the President's Policy 


Moreover, Joaquin Gamboa Pascoe, head of the Grand Commission of the Chamber of 
Senators, in speaking about the events that have occurred on the international 
level as a result of Mexico's position toward El Salvador, explained that the 
policy of President Lopez Portillo has already been established, "one which we 
back completely; claiming that the other opposing views that have been expressed 
are "mistaken." 


The leader of the Chamber of Deputies, Luis Marcelino Farias, also emphasized: "Our 
only concern is the policy of Mexico, whether it be on the national or international 
level; and not that of other countries, such as Brazil." 

» 
When asked about the reaction on the part of certain Latin American countries upon 
learning that Mexico and France recognized two Salvadoran rebel organizations as 
a representative force, Luis M. Farias said: "We are not concerned about the posi- 
tion of military regimes." 


In this connection, the governor of Jalisco, Flavio Romero de Velasco, declared 
that the military "have a very pecular way of regarding things; they are authori- 
tarian regimes. Mexico has a democratic regime." And he said that Mexico's posi- 
tion with respect to El Salvador “was by no means interventionist." 


2909 
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COUNTRY SECTION 
MEXICO 


GARCIA PANIAGUA: NOMINATION WILL COME IN NOVEMBER 
Mexico City EL SOL DE MEXICO in Spanish 9 Sep 81 Sec A pp l, 17 


{[Text] The chairman of the PRI's [Institutional Revolutionary Party] CEN [National 
Executive Committee], Javier Garcia Paniagua, announced that the PRI's notice for 
registration of candidates for the presidency of the republic will be published 
during the first 2 weeks of November, and that the PRI's candidate will be intro- 
duced any day thereafter. 


He added that there is, at present, a lack of "precandidates," explaining that, in 
order for them to exist, "there must be a movement established by a sector, and thus 
far there has been none." 


The Institutional Revolutionary Party leader made the foregoing statement upon being 
interviewed moments after attending the opening of the lecture series entitled "Five 
Years of the Mexican People's Accomplishments," which was organized jointly by PRI, 
CNOP [National Confederation of Popular Organizations] and the Mexican Society of 
Engineers. .. 


Garcia Paniagua was asked whether there was a possibility that, with the forthcoming 
change in government, there may be an interruption in the programs started under 
the present administration, such as the Energy Plan. 


With regard to the energy program in particular, the political leader declared: "It 
is ambitious for the people, and what is ambitious for the people is valid." 


Subsequently, in response to a question about the status of the electoral process, 
insofar as the coming change of administration is concerned, he simply said: "It is 
progressing." 


One of the reporters asked him whether "there is anything afoot under the surface," 
and he flatly replied: "No." 


When the PRI leader was queried about the date on which the "unveiling" of his 
party's candidate would take place, he explained that this "requires the notice 
which is going to come out." 


As for the date on which the introduction will occur (he added), this will be pub- 
lished "in mid-November." 











He was asked whether that means that the "unveiling" will have to wait until then, 
and with a grimace that may perhaps have been sly or one of annoyance, he repeated: 
"The notice will come first." Thereafter, there will be a candidate at any time, 
There may just be a difference of hours, or less, between the two, depending on 
the records. 


Amid a dozen tape recorders and television cameras, Garcia Paniagua remarked that, 
for a precandidate to exist, there must be a movement established by a sector, 

and thus far there has been none. This was in answer to a question relating to the 
number of precandidates for the presidency that exist at present. 


He was asked: "Does that mean that the "veil" is very carefully affixed?" and his 
only response, with a broad smile, was "Now, yes." 


In an attempt to obtain some "direction" it was commented to him that the important 
lecture series the opening of which he attended was headed by "technicians" (Jose 
Andres de Oteyza, Julio Rodolfo Moctezuma and Alberto Escofet), and he explained: 
"Those delivering reports are patriotic individuals concerned about their people 

and about the area that they control." He said: "PRI admires them greatly for their 
patriotism, their dedication to popular causes and their management." 


Changing the subject, the discussion turned to international policy, and the possi- 
bility that national stability might be endangered by external influences. He 
declared that the nation's stability is firmly established on the patriotism of 

the Mexican people, and that there is nothing that can jeopardize it. 


As for the possibility that the North-South meeting may be debilitated by the recent 
acts of terrorism that have occurred against Mexican delegations, he remarked: 
"Being on the side of the oppressed does not debilitate." 


Matter of Time 


Moreover, President Lopez Portillo's adviser, Manuel Marcue Pardinas, declared yes- 
terday that the presidential succession has already been decided, and that the 
"unveiling" is only a matter of time. 


Interviewed during the tour that the chief executive made of the Federal District, 

he said that the status of Latin America will not affect the process of the presi- 

dential succession in Mexico, precisely because that is a matter which "has already 
been settled" at this point. 





He denied that the Mexican Government has violated the Estrada Doctrine, claiming 
that it has only recognized forces in El Salvador to establish peace in the 
Central American area, which is so important to all of Latin America at the present 
time. 


The well-known dissident who, as an adviser of the president of the republic, now 
participates in all the tours made by the chief executive, said that, in the next 
elections, the Mexican left will without doubt be the second political force in 
the country. 














He predicted success for the unified leftist group that is being sought to create, 
which will be of great significance to the country's public life and to political 
reform. 


He explained that this party can be restrained only if there are difficulties with 
governors and authorities who attempt to put up opposition to that organization, 
something that would not be healthy for the Mexican political system. 


He claimed that the unification of the left cannot be achieved overnight, because 
there are many problems posed. 


He expressed the view that the effort being made by the member entities will be 
definitive on this occasion, in achieving that unification; explaining that he has 
been observing Mexican politics for 50 years, especially from the leftist stand- 
point, and that such serious intentions have never been carried out as they are 
now. 


And the fact is that there is no other solution, because otherwise the left could 
not cooperate in Mexico's progress. 


He also mentioned the sensible international policy being implemented by the Mexican 
Government, and described the position that Mexico and France have had with respect 
to the internal conflict in El Salvador as exemplary. 


In conclusion, he said that the nation's leftist groups definitely back this inter- 
national policy of Lopez Portillo, which is definitive and defined, and did not 
begin yesterday, but rather has been present for several years in the country's 
democratic systems. 
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COUNTRY SECTION PERU 


BRIEFS 


HUGE GOLD DEPOSIT-~Franco Venegas, director of the Gold Promotion Department of 

the Peruvian Mining Bank yesterday reported that deposits holding approximately 
7,130 tons of metallic gold, whose value on the market would be $96 billion, has 
been discovered in the Amazon region. Venegas indicated that current gold produc- 
tion is approximately 2,573 kg per year. The largest deposit is located in the 
basin of the Madre de Dios River and its tributaries. This deposit holds 16 billion 
cubic meters of gold ore whose estimated content of metallic gold is 4,000 tons. 
[PY162219 Lima EL COMERCIO in Spanish 3 Sep 81 p Al] 


ROK DELEGATION--The Peruvian Senate has honored the members of the visiting 
delegation of members of the South Korean National Assembly. The delegation is 
made up of (Lee Tai-gu), vice chairman of the Democratic Party, who is heading the 
delegation, and (Lee Sang-il Chung Dong-Sung,) (Yoo Yong-keum), (Lee Nak-hoon), 
and (Lee Seung-hoon). [PY162219 Lima EL COMERCIO in Spanish 29 Aug 81 p A8] 


TOWER DESTROYED--Lima, 16 Sep .(TELAM)--The State Power Company Electroperu last 
night reported that a high-tension tower of the Mantaro-Pomacocha powerline in 
central Peru has been blown up leaving Lima and several other cities without power 
for several hours. The tower is located near Huancayo, 400 km of Lima, and its 
destruction is viewed as yet another terrorist attack of the wave of violence 
which the country has been experiencing. [Buenos Aires TELAM in Spanish 1040 GMT 
16 Sep 81] 
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